Parnell
founders of the Irish People and the majority of its readers
desired to sever the connection between England and Ireland.
They dreamt of an Irish Republic, and were so intent on its
establishment that they would not willingly listen to anyone
who suggested that some ameliorative work of an immedi-
ately necessary sort should be done. They had as much
contempt for reforms effected through the agency of the
English Parliament as a Marxian Socialist has for palliatives*
Give the slum-dweller a better house, says the Marxian, and
he will refuse to fight for the dictatorship of the proletariat*
He will become contented* Therefore, let him fester in his
slum until he can endure it no longer, and rises up and slays
some very rich person* Give the farmer better conditions
of tenure, said the Fenian, and he will become so reconciled
to his lot that he will refuse to fight for the establishment of a
free and independent republic in Ireland ! * * * Such are
the arguments of the logical and the fatuous* A republic
or nothing was the demand made by the Fenians* All else
must wait until that supreme demand had been satisfied j
and so they declined to engage in the promotion of laws to
lighten the load under which the farmer staggered towards
a livelihood*
No one can properly appreciate the present state of Ireland
who does not know its history between the years 1845 and
1865* This is not the place in which to set it out, but the
reader will do well to remember that he cannot begin to
understand many contemporary events of an appalling
character until he has made himself acquainted with the
history of those twenty years, It is told, with a wealth of
detail, in Mr. T* P* O'Connor's invaluable book, The Parnell
Movement, the first half of which should be made a compulsory
subject of study for every Englishman engaged in public
affairs* A Conservative ceases to be a Conservative and
becomes a public danger when he puts a passion for personal
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